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IVY CREEK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
 February 23, 2009

ATTENDING:  Debbie Childs, Gary Cornwell, Kim Crater, Kathy Haugh, Mary Hodges, Evelyn Jones, Becky Marshall, Gary Myers, Rhiannon Pattison, Carol Pharr, Claude Sandy, Darrell Schiebel, Lynne Steppe, Rosy Stone, Scott Stone (Chair), Pastor Jim Thornton, Pat Toms, and Betty Wingfield.

Scott opened the meeting at 6:33 p.m.  Gary C. offered a devotional.
The minutes of the January 26, 2009, meeting were approved as amended.

Reports:

· Congregational Care – In a written report, Teddi indicated they continue to mail Newsletters to Nancy Owens, have provided music CDs for all homebound, and continue to send cards as needed.

· Education – Sunday school continues with two children’s classes with 7-9 in attendance and two adult classes.  A third children’s class is being explored.  Christian Arts Academy planning is underway; and working on involving more committees this year.

· Westview – No report.

· Missions – Kim reported they are looking into establishing a covenant relationship with a missionary.  Will distribute Kroger cards which will provide 5% of amount charged to card for the church.  Will provide Blue Ridge Food Bank with $500 from the budget.

· Outreach – Debbie reported they continue to work on ways to make IC more welcoming by placing gift bags in the vestibule for Pastor Jim to give to visitors and planning follow-up visits with gifts to new attendees.  They are pursuing recognition as a Certified Welcoming Congregation.  A training sessions for this was attended by Pastor Jim and Debbie, and another session is scheduled for March 21.  Have plans for Evening with the Arts on May 16 (jam session) and possibly Scott’s hiking trip.

· Finance – Gary reported that offerings through February place us $29 ahead of the budget.  It was suggested that a periodic summary of where we stand relative to the budget would be helpful to the congregation.  Gary will look into this.

· Treasurer – No report.
· Stewardship – Pastor Jim reported that the leadership team is in place.
· Trustees – Workday before Easter is planned for March 14, 9-12.  We may need a new lawnmower.  Looking into replacing the piano.  A fireproof lockable file cabinet has been obtained.

· Building – Scott conveyed Bob’s report that 24-25 survey responses have been received, with the majority favoring option B.  The next meeting is on February 24.  Some concerns were expressed about the limited response to the survey.

· Sarah’s Circle – Carol reported they are meeting this week.  They are providing lunch for the District Men’s meeting.  They have two speakers scheduled, and will conduct a bake sale in conjunction with the yard sale in April.

· Wesley Foundation – Mary reported the administrative board met February 11.  The budget has been cut, but they are doing pretty well.  Students are going on their mission trip to SC this week, 7,416 cookies were sold, and they are visiting penal institution to do mission work.

· UM Men – Gary reported that the Sweetheart Dinner-Dance was held last Saturday; a good time was had, but they lost money.  Have decided to purchase a 60” gas grill, which will be available to the church.  They are hosting the District Men’s meeting on April 4, and are considering building a shed.
· Bicentennial – Rosy said the closing bicentennial ceremony is scheduled for April 19.  They will bury a time capsule that will be opened in 50 years.

 

· Lay leaders – No report.

· Staff Parish Relations – Pastor Jim reported they are involved with staff evaluations, which will be finished by March 23.

· Administration – Evelyn asked that those requiring mailings for events give her some advance notice as to your needs.  Provide information on your activities for inclusion in the Weekly Reader.  Other information (illnesses, meeting times, planned events, etc.) would be helpful as she tries to serve the congregation.  Information regarding possible volunteer work by an autistic 17-year-old male was provided.

· Music – Becky is gathering completed questionnaires from church musicians.  She is getting good results from her call for musicians.  The CAA will offer five music classes.  Discussed the cost and availability of copyrighted music and public domain music.  Music service being considered for May 24.

· Worship – Pat reported they are planning an evening Lenten service on February 25.  Easter services will consist of Holy Thursday, sunrise, and Easter (usual church time).  Two weddings have been scheduled for the sanctuary, in August and September.

· Webmaster – Darrell reported that he currently putting various documents on the website.

· Pastor Jim said we would have a small confirmation class with confirmation on Pentecost Sunday.  He asked if anyone had followed up on his suggestions last meeting of increased giving with growth toward tithing and becoming a part of a small group.  Three people gave positive testimony.

Unfinished Business:

· Photo directory – Rosy reported she now has membership list, and is working on page info and placement of pictures.

New Business:

· Funding for Lay Speaker Training for Gary Cornwell – Pastor Jim recommended that we approve funding for Gary’s training cost of $134.60.  The motion was approved, with money to be taken from Emmaus funds.
· Combined service on Fifth Sundays – Pastor Jim proposed combining worship services on all fifth Sundays.  The service would be at 10:30 with a covered dish lunch to follow.  Motion was approved to try this for May 31, August 30, and November 29, 2009.
· Funding for IMPACT – Dick Faris requested the church make a contribution of $350 to IMPACT for 2009.  Motion was approved, with money to be taken from Missions.

Pastor Jim offered a closing prayer.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 31, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,








Claude Sandy
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